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SG Strengthens Its Italian Debt Capital Markets Capabilities

SG, the Corporate and Investment Banking arm of the Société Générale Group, has announced a senior appointment to its debt capital markets team serving Italy.  This hire will reinforce SG’s ability to meet the requirements of its corporate and public/sovereign clients in Italy, a key market for SG within its European business development strategy.

Michele Cortese (35), an Italian native, joins SG’s European Debt Capital Markets team as Director responsible for Italian Corporate and Public/Sovereign Origination. Based in London, Michele reports jointly to Arnaud Achour, head of Corporate Origination and Zeina Bignier, head of Public/Sovereign Origination.

Formerly at Lehman Brothers for six years, Michele worked in New York and London as Vice-President in the Investment Banking Division, Debt Capital Markets Department, where he was most recently involved in Italian Corporate and Sovereign Origination.

Prior to Lehman Brothers, Michele spent three years at New Japan Securities Europe (Industrial Bank of Japan Group) where he was responsible for European debt origination in the Corporate Finance Department.

Through SG’s multi-product debt origination approach, Michele’s main mission will be to provide clients with global, integrated financing solutions including loans, bonds, securitisation, structured credit, tax and debt advisory. 

The European Debt Capital Markets team plays a key role in SG's global Debt Finance platform to provide its clients with an innovative one-stop shop for their financing needs regardless of the type of instrument used and through an integrated origination, structuring and syndication set-up together with strong distribution capabilities.
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Note to editors:

Société Générale Group

The Société Générale Group is one of the largest banks in the eurozone. The Group employs more than 80,000 people worldwide in three key businesses:

- Retail Banking: Société Générale serves 14,5 million retail customers worldwide.

- Asset Management & Private Banking: Société Générale ranks third in the eurozone in terms of assets under management (EUR 270 billion in 2002).

- Corporate & Investment Banking: SG is the third largest bank in the eurozone based on net banking income.

Société Générale is included in the four major socially responsible investment indexes. www.socgen.com 

SG

SG is the corporate and investment banking arm of the Société Générale Group.  Present in over 50 countries and with expertise in capital markets, advisory and origination services, structured finance and commercial banking, SG builds innovative, integrated financial solutions for its corporate, institutional and public sector clients. www.sg-ib.com
Debt Finance

SG’s Debt Finance division provides both issuers (corporates, financial institutions, sovereigns) and investors with a global, solution-driven approach to their debt finance or investment needs based on an integrated debt and treasury product offer including syndicated loans, bonds, securitisations, structured credits, specialised finance (project, export, asset, commodity, media telecom, acquisition and leveraged finance), together with interest rate, currency and commodity hedging and treasury operations. More than 2,000 people work in Debt Finance worldwide with an established presence in all the major financial centres around the world and expanding operations in European countries.

In 2002, SG accomplished its overall strategy to be a top ten player among euro capital and derivative market houses strengthening its position in key debt market segments (no.7 bookrunner in all bonds in euros, no. 7 bookrunner in securitisations, no.10 bookrunner in syndicated loan source Thomson Financial). SG also confirmed its leading edge in derivative products and its world leadership position in specialised finance.

Press contact:

Sandra Geslin – Communication, Debt Finance – Tel : 33 1 42 13 32 68
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