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Hong Kong, 20 October 2003                                      

SG NAMED "EQUITY DERIVATIVES HOUSE OF THE YEAR" BY ASIA RISK 
SG, the corporate & investment banking arm of Société Générale, today announced that it has been named “Equity Derivatives House of the Year” 2003 by Asia Risk, confirming that SG maintains its lead in the highly competitive market for equity and index derivatives in the region. In addition, SG was also named “Equity Derivatives House of the Year 2003” by The Banker, in recognition of its global prowess in the field.
SG is a major player in the equity options business since the mid-1980s and is recognised for leading the market in the development of fund-linked and principal-guaranteed products, and for providing attractive market solutions with an excellent risk profile to investors and corporates in all regions.

“We are delighted to have been named AsiaRisk’s Equity Derivatives House of the Year 2003,” said Raphael Blot, Managing Director and Head of Equity Derivatives and Structured Products Sales, Asia (ex. Japan). “This prestigious award represents a great accomplishment for our teams and a recognition of our innovation and ability to respond quickly to market evolution to create leading-edge products which anticipate the needs of Asian investors, both in the realm of structured products and warrants”, added Gordes Frobenius, Managing Director and Head of Structured products, Japan.

“Through our dedicated asset management subsidiary Lyxor, we have introduced many innovative capital guaranteed funds both in Hong Kong and Japan since early 2002, offering investors attractive returns despite the low interest rate environment and uncertain markets.  In addition we have recently launched two structured equity funds in Hong Kong and Singapore to meet the needs of investors who are looking to take more upside participation”, Blot continued.

In Japan, SG is continuing to adapt and multiply its product offer to meet investors’ specific and evolving needs. “We have achieved excellent results extracting value from the market and embedding it in our product offer.  The award confirmed our leading position”, said Frobenius.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

SociEtE GEnErale Group

Société Générale is one of the largest financial services groups in the eurozone. The Group employs more than 80,000 people worldwide in three key businesses:

· Retail Banking: Société Générale serves 14,7 million retail customers worldwide.

· Asset Management & Private Banking: Société Générale ranks third in the eurozone in terms of assets under management (EUR 298 billion in 2002).

· Corporate & Investment Banking: SG is the third largest bank in the eurozone based on net banking income.

Société Générale is included in the four major socially responsible investment indexes. Www.socgen.com 

SG 
SG  is the Corporate and Investment Banking arm of the Société Générale Group.  Present in over 45 countries across Europe, the Americas and Asia, SG is a bank of reference in:

· Euro Capital Markets: A top ten player in debt and equity segments  (bonds, securitisations, syndicated loans, equity-linked and equity issues).

· Derivatives: Among the world leaders in equity derivatives and in many interest rate, credit, foreign exchange and commodities derivatives. 

· Structured Finance: A worldwide leader in export, project and structured commodity finance.

Combining innovation and quality of execution, SG  provides corporates, financial institutions and investors with value-added integrated financial solutions. Www.sgcib.com
SG EQUITY DERIVATIVES AND STRUCTURED PRODUCTS
SG has a proven track record and a leading market reputation in equity derivatives and structured products.  It was named “Equity Derivative House of the Year 2003” by The Banker, “Equity Derivatives House of the Year” by Risk Magazine in 2001 and 2002, “Equity Derivatives House of the Year 2001 and 2003” by Asia Risk and “Equity Derivatives House of the Year 2001” by IFR. SG is well qualified to provide the necessary risk management techniques required for pricing and hedging these types of complex derivatives.
LYXOR ASSET MANAGEMENT
Lyxor Asset Management ("Lyxor") is a 100% subsidiary of SG, fully dedicated to structured funds activities. Its mission is to facilitate access to innovative structured investments: equity and index derivative instruments and capital guaranteed or leverage products. Lyxor currently manages close to USD28.4 billion of assets through over 760 funds. 









